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Dr. Tomasz Gerlach, the Polish diplomat working in countries of South and South-East Asia, such as India, Thailand and Laos was fascinated by the richness of the cultures of this region. He was probably most fascinated by the unforgettable smiles and charm of inhabitants of Laos. To discover the spirit of the country the Polish diplomat organized a series of exhibitions devoted to …. HUMOR. Amusing posters and drawings by Polish, Slovak, Czech authors depicted European humor, and drawings by Lao students recorded local humor. This unique confrontation of funny drawings appealed to local audiences and opened many doors. It is worth mentioning that as the exhibition gained high- level approval (including the censor who was present at the first opening) a green light was given for further editions in some other towns.


This compilation of Laos humor here on exhibit in a family centered museum was reviewed by a Laos born Mung tribe member critic who verified this collection and the humor to be appropriate for family viewing in the museum’s library. Hoping that the American audience will enjoy a small collection of the Lao students’ drawings which was offered to the Museum would also draw attention to the current material and financial needs of the Lao artistic and cultural education sector as  this charming corner of South East Asia is really worth further exploration and support for the School of Arts especially.





To make this small collection	of drawings by Lao students of Lao
School of Fine arts in Vientiane more informative and a thought- provoking, a photo-introduction about the Laos country is a starting point of this power point show.



The selection of pictures was aimed to present the cultural identity of Laos and to contribute to better understanding of the cultural and historical policy of the Government of the Lao PDR and to show the basics of	its soft power policy.



All photos are taken by Tomasz Gerlach during his tenure in Laos in 2000s.







Lao youth presented in 	their	drawings	not	only
funny 	scenes	 from	 everyday	life,	their	dreams and	fantasies,	 but	also 	referred	to		popular characters	of		old	Lao	legends	and	fairy 	tales, such		as 	Naga 	snakes,	 ghosts		and		malevolent Spirits	 or	the		 cursed	sword	of	 the		 king Setthathirath.











THAT LUANG
Ancient Buddhist stupa
in Vientiane became official symbol of the Lao PDR




Mekong, the life-giving river for the population  of Laos




Boat restaurant during dry season






Most of Laos is covered  by
mountains  and hills.



There is no doubt regarding the political identity  of the Lao PDR


The palace Ho Kham, the official residence of the President of the Lao PDR, was built on the bank of Mekong, at the cross roads of Lan Sang Avenue and king Setthathirath road (both names have historical and symbolic names)









But cultural identity is here: Buddhist rituals in Vat Si Muang in Vientiane are
performed every day.









Basi ceremony is performer both in the Buddhist  temples and in private homes to celebrate special ocassions.

Manifold Buddhism in Laos - Khmer Buddhist stupa in the Si Muang temple in Vientiane.







Under protection of the hindu guardian deity in the Buddhist pagoda Si Muang in Vientiane


Worshiping PHI deities and trees was inlcuded  centuries ago to Therawada Buddhism in Laos.





Lao Buddhism absobed also the current political environment of the country. Here portraits of the leaders of the Lao PDR exposed at the Vat Si Muang temple in Vientiane.
image6.jpeg




image7.png
NV

09 ¢ 09!
ALY
VN





image8.png




image9.jpeg




image10.jpeg




image11.jpeg




image12.jpeg




image13.jpeg




image14.jpeg




image15.png
e T {.m«._, N‘ -
O 3 { .
S 3 s ‘»





image1.png
il b
i
il





image2.jpeg




image3.jpeg




image4.jpeg
ST Jrrrn AT U
1T TITTVRTETCTIN AT





image5.jpeg





 


UND


E


R


S


T


A


NDING


 


 


L


A


OS


 


T


HROUGH


 


DR


A


WINGS


 


 


B


Y


 


S


T


UD


E


N


T


S


 


OF


 


S


CHOOL


 


OF 


F


I


NE


 


A


R


T


S


 


IN


 


V


I


E


N


T


I


A


N


E


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


P


r


epa


r


ed


 


by


 


D


r


.


 


T


o


m


asz


 


G


e


r


l


ach


 


f


or


 


Art 


Museums 


International (AMI) 


www.artmuseumsinternational.com


 


 


 


 


 


W


a


r


saw


 


(


P


o


l


and


)


,


 


F


eb


r


ua


r


y


 


4


t


h,


 


2024


 


 


 


 


Al


l


 


r


i


gh


t


s


 


r


ese


r


ved


 




  UND E R S T A NDING     L A OS   T HROUGH   DR A WINGS     B Y   S T UD E N T S   OF   S CHOOL   OF  F I NE   A R T S   IN   V I E N T I A N E                   P r epa r ed   by   D r .   T o m asz   G e r l ach   f or   Art  Museums  International (AMI)  www.artmuseumsinternational.com           W a r saw   ( P o l and ) ,   F eb r ua r y   4 t h,   2024         Al l   r i gh t s   r ese r ved  

